
Dear friends of gd-28 
 
We took over Abelone from Poul Vorm in the summer of 2014. 
Until that time she was called Vaimiti; but we thought a lady, old, steady and not so fast could have 
no other name as Abelone, which happens also to be the name of Gunhild’s grandmother. So we 
renamed her. 
 
I have retired now, so I have much time to spare for sailing in the summer – and for maintenance in 
the winter. 
I will share with you some pictures and descriptions of the most successful points. 
 
 
Cabin-door: 
I was very annoyed with the “from top” sliding 
2-section doors. 

  
 

- where to put the doors during sailing and 
how difficult they where to open. 
 
I changed the doors to side-hinged doors; 
that is easy to open and can stay on during 
sailing. 

 
 
 
 

.  
 
 
 
 
Open shelves in the cabin side: 
Even after careful organizing the things on the shelves they still left a messy impression. Hence I 
made sliding doors in front – and I opened the back to give room all the way to the hull to leave 
room - enough for a Corn-Flakes box in the depth and height. 
 

 
(Stitched picture) 
 



 
Folding Seat 
As I need a seat for cart-study and other navigation things I needed a seat at the Pantry-end of the 
table. Hence I made a small folding seat. It works so good that it has become my primary seat. 
Her you see: 
Folded up (the Cabin door can be opened fully)  – Folded down          – And finally in use.  - Good? 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
Floor: 
The original painted flooring was not beautiful. In order not to “steal” too much of the height in the 
cabin we didn’t want to make a thick flooring. 
I found a remnant of a no longer produced vinyl-flooring in “nautical” print. 
 
The Engine is the original (I think) Volvo Penta MD2B. 
I took it out and gave it a check – and new painting. People have warned me about changing to 
fresh water/heat exchanger cooling. The engine may overheat, and as it is made to “one passage 
of cold salt water” it is better to leave it that way.  
So I did! 
 
I changed the position of the electric 
generator to accommodate space for a better 
lay-out of the stair-way with lover top step 
and a lover next-to-upper. Now all 3 steps are 
very close to have even height. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Echo Sounder: 
After running aground several times I finally decided to invest in an Echo Sounder. It works perfect 
and warns mi acoustically at a depth of 3 meter. 
 
Tiller Pilot: 
As my wife Gunhild is partly disabled I have to help her with moving around. She is rater/very 
strong at sea, and typically stays to leeward during our trips. She is reading a book and complains 
for my sailing if her coffee cup travels around the table. 
Still she must be assisted around. 
During these periods it is convenient to leave 
the tiller to a qualified master. A Raymarine  
RS 2000 is installed inside the hood and 
moving a line across the stern. That makes it 
easy to attach and engage the pilot.
 
By the way: I shortened the tiller by 125 mm. 
This enables me to pass in front of it 
 – between the tiller and the sheet-pedestal.  



 
 
½½ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painting: 
I have re-painted Abelone except from the freeboard. 
Instead of the expensive Hempel painting I used the much cheaper products from Bil-tema (The 
Swedish chain of shops providing cheap spars for Cars and Boats). I used “Off White” 2-comonent 
for the deck and 5 layers of 2-component osmosis protection below the waterline + one Red and 
one Blue Bottom Paint. 
I paid less than 1/3 of the Hempel price, and I can see no difference. The hull is clean end beautiful 
when we take her up in the autumn. 
Bil-tema did not have the light blue color I wanted for the deck-house side. For that purpose I found 
an International 2-component “Lauderdale Blue”. 
 

 
 
 
If you would have any questions regarding my overhaul you are more than welcome to contact me 
by mail: >anders.flarup@mail.dk< or by phone 30707132.  
 
  
 
 
 


